
SERVICE
 DOGS

COMPANION
 DOGS

$40,000 $3,000

ADA Covered: Rights to bring dog 
into a public establishment

A companion dog can provide a veteran with PTSD critical benefits: a loyal companion when 
depression and anxiety take over, a trusted companion for fun and stress reduction, a way to express 
love and compassion, and a good reason to spend time outdoors. Every companion dog we provide 
benefits two lives: emotionally vulnerable veteran and a rescued dog! While many veterans will 
benefit from a companion dog, some may need a service dog. The chart below examines the common 
differences between a companion dog and a service dog.

Companion Dogs vs Service Dogs

Needs the ability to tolerate a wide 
variety of experiences

May live with their disabled 
owners, even if a “No Pets” policy 

is in place

May fly inside an airplane with 
their disabled owner

Primary function is to provide 
emotional support, through 

companionship

Specially trained to assist
just one person

Average Total Training Cost

COMPARISON

For additional information and resources, please visit
www.DVEN.org


